NEWS RELEASE
GEORGIA ON OUR MIND

Gloucester-based charity Time Banks UK is spreading its wings further a field, this time to Georgia in Eastern Europe.  Development manager, Joy Robinson will be travelling to Georgia on 23 January for two weeks to work with World Vision and Unicef. 
She will be running a series of training programmes throughout the country to help set up time banks across Georgia.  The main focus of the time banks will be on children and families, the aim being to move many children out of institutional care and back to live in their home communities. 
Joy said: “ This is innovative work that has not been tried before and we are delighted that Georgia has chosen time banking as the tool to carry it out and Time Banks UK the organisation to provide the training.”  
Time Banks UK, the national umbrella charity for the time banking movement in the UK, grew out of a Gloucestershire charity called Fair Shares, and aims to provide support and training for the 78 time banks already running in the UK. 
Time banking is a different way for volunteers to exchange skills using time as a currency.  For every hour a volunteer spends helping someone out they earn a time credit. These time credits are then ‘ banked’ and can be drawn on when the volunteer needs something done using the services of a time broker.

Joy said: “ Time banking is a simple idea based on give and take – by drawing people together and rewarding them for being part of a thriving social network, we can rebuild communities and help them grow. This is what World Vision has picked up on to help them start to build a strong community.”
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For further information on time banking see www.timebanks.co.uk
For information on World Vision see http://georgia.worldvision.org
Contact Stella Parkes on 01452  541439
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